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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 

So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 
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NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION               Marty Haugen 

 

Prelude:   Prelude and Fugue in G Minor - Dietrich Buxtehude     John Anderson, Organist  

Welcome. 

All stand as able. 

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

Presider:  If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not  
       in us. Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has  
       promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Please Kneel as you are able.          Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Presider:  Most merciful God, 

Congregation:  have mercy on us. 

All: We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what have left undone. We have not trusted 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in truth. In 
your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light and our truth. 
Amen. 

 

Presider:  With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy,  
abundant in love, forgives you all your sin (+) and grants you newness of life in Jesus 
Christ. 

 

  Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

All stand as able. 
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Gathering Hymn   Lord Jesus, Think on Me            ELW 599 

Presider:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 Congregation: And also with you. 
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5 
 

 

 

 

Presider: Let us pray 

Prayer of the Day 

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all 
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

All are seated. 
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First Lesson: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
 

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the 
covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from 
it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children.  

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes 
and ordinances that I am teaching you to 
observe, so that you may live to enter and 
occupy the land that the LORD, the God of 
your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must 
neither add anything to what I command 
you nor take away anything from it, but 
keep the commandments of the LORD your 
God with which I am charging you. 
 6You must observe them diligently, for 
this will show your wisdom and 
discernment to the peoples, who, when 
they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely 
this great nation is a wise and discerning 
people!” 7For what other great nation has a 

god so near to it as the LORD our God is 
whenever we call to him? 8And what other 
great nation has statutes and ordinances as 
just as this entire law that I am setting 
before you today? 
 9But take care and watch yourselves 
closely, so as neither to forget the things 
that your eyes have seen nor to let them 
slip from your mind all the days of your life; 
make them known to your children and 
your children’s children. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Second Lesson:  James 1:17-27 
The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly 
behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, 
especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves.

17Every generous act of giving, with every 
perfect gift, is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there 
is no variation or shadow due to 
change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose 
he gave us birth by the word of truth, so 
that we would become a kind of first fruits 
of his creatures. 
 
 19You must understand this, my beloved: 
let everyone be quick to listen, slow to 
speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does 
not produce God’s 
righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves 
of all sordidness and rank growth of 
wickedness, and welcome with meekness 
the implanted word that has the power to 
save your souls. 
 22But be doers of the word, and not 
merely hearers who deceive 

themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the 
word and not doers, they are like those 
who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for 
they look at themselves and, on going away, 
immediately forget what they were 
like. 25But those who look into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being 
not hearers who forget but doers who act—
they will be blessed in their doing. 
 26If any think they are religious, and do 
not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is 
worthless. 27Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to 
care for orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by 
the world.  
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

 
 
 
All stand as able.  
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The Gospel      Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people 
determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot 
become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the 
scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his 
disciples were eating with deϐiled hands, that is, 
without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and 
all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of 
the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from 
the market unless they wash it; and there are 
also many other traditions that they observe, the 
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So 
the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why 
do your disciples not live according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with deϐiled 
hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied 
rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 

  but their hearts are far from me; 
 7in vain do they worship me, 
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and 
hold to human tradition.” 
 14Then he called the crowd again and said to 
them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand: 15there is nothing outside a person 
that by going in can deϐile, but the things that 
come out are what deϐile. 
 21“For it is from within, from the human heart, 
that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, 
murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All 
these evil things come from within, and they 
deϐile a person.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



All are seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon        Reverend Gloria Connery  

All stand as able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day   Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil     ELW 512 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with conϐidence for the church, God’s 
good creation, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of every generation, give the church a 
sense of purpose and belonging. Sustain and 
build up leaders and lay people as we 
accompany one another in our life with 
Christ. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God of creation, you named humans as co-
creators with you. Where the earth cries out 
in pain, bring wholeness. Guide governments 
and industry, that environmental laws and 
practices seek to heal and not harm. Bring 
relief and justice to people and places 
suffering from climate catastrophe. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Sovereign God, we pray for local 
communities of every kind: rural and urban; 
established and new. Lead those in authority 
to seek the good of all through their words 
and actions and to mentor others in honest 
and generous ways. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Healing God, you draw near to all who are 
hurting. Be with all who desire relief from 

chronic and acute illness, cancer, and post-
traumatic stress disorder. Strengthen health 
care workers, therapists, and caregivers. 
Tend to those who are close to our hearts 
especially those in our prayer list. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

On this Labor Day weekend we remember 
and give thanks for all who have fought for 
workers’ rights around the world. Continue 
to improve working conditions and establish 
fair wages so that all people may thrive. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Comforting God, console us as we mourn our 
departed. We hold fast to the promise that 
death has been defeated by our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, 
holy God, in the name of your beloved child, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 

Amen. 

 
 

 

Exchange of Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

All are seated. 
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Offertory Hymn 
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All stand as able. 

Offertory Prayer 

Assistant:  Let us pray. 
Assistant:  Merciful God, 

Congregation: everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully  
release what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned 
to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
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 Presider: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
      that all of your promises  

   may come to us  
   and your whole creation. 

 

 

 

Presider: This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 
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 Invitation 

  Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  Come!  
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All are seated. 
 

 

Communion Hymn  O God, My Faithful God         ELW 806 

All stand as able. 

Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in                 
God’s grace.    
 
Amen. 
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Post Communion Prayer  
 

Holy God, 
you have welcomed us to this meal 
and fed us with dignity at your table. 
Send us now to welcome others 
and to be at peace with one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
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Sending Hymn       Take My Life, That I May Be   ELW 583 
 

Dismissal  
 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:  Processional in D Major - David N Johnson   John Anderson, Organist  
 

+ + + To God Be the Glory + + + 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Serving in Worship Today 
Presiding:  Reverend Gloria Connery            Assisting Minister(s):    Mark Winzler 
Usher:  Carol Burnett                  David Smith 
Organist:  John Anderson  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 The Wall That Heals will be at Charter Oak Park in Manchester from September 19 – 22, 
please check out the ϐlyer for more details! 

 Please check out the ϐlyers in the last pages for upcoming community events! 

 

September 2 - 8 
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Prayers of the Community 

 

 
 

 
Contact parish office for Prayer requests. Names will be held in prayer for 1 month, unless 
otherwise requested. (*Member of Concordia) (Request by Member) (New Intention) 
Those who are sick or in any need, 
 
*Nancy Lynn Knauff (As she grieves her mother’s passing), Family of Zachary Clapp (*David 
Beauregard), Family of David Kaufman (as they grieve his loss, a very dear friend of *Lanie 
Turner), Family of *Lois Feder (as they grieve her loss), *Joanne Murphy, *Dan Burnett 
(recovering), Kaushik (David S.), Yolanda (Lucy’s sister), Elaine Arace (Hedberg’s friend who 
suffered  serious fall), all those across the country who have suffered loss through gun violence, 
Marti Barclay (Ruth S.), *Robert Feder, Sandy (friend of Dave S.), Max (Elaine B.), Rebecca 
(Elaine B.), Sam Sirois, Diane Decarli (friends of Joanne M.), Cori Mackey, Ralph Sullivan (Laura 
Hart’s father), Ava (Wendy D.), Linda Longtin Watson (Jane C.), Juliette Theroux (friend of 
Joanne M.), Beverly Spikers (John C.), Twylar Williams (friend of Joanne M.),  Matilda Keinath 
(7-year-old daughter of Hedbergs' friend who is undergoing treatment for brain tumor), 
Kenneth Wall (friend of the Hedbergs who is undergoing treatment for cancer), Alicia and 
Erika (friends of Ruthie L.) who have significant  health issues, *Linda Lange. 
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We encourage everyone to attend! 
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