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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 
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Introduction: Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have 
the most tears. Isaiah and Revelation look forward to the day when God will wipe away all 
tears; in John’s gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and all the gathered mourners before he 
demonstrates his power over death. On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for all the 
faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. 
We bring our grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come. 
 

   We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:  Prelude and Fugue in G Major - Felix Mendelssohn John Anderson, Organist 
  

 

Welcome  
 

All stand as able. 
GATHERING 

 

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 
 

 
Processional Hymn   For All the Saints     ELW 422 

 

Apostolic Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God. 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise   This Is The Feast  
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of   
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith      
and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love 
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
WORD 

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song. 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
First Reading:  Isaiah 25:6-9 

Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain 
and will prepare for them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And 
there will be no more sorrow, for God will destroy death itself. 
 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
  8he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the LORD has spoken. 
 9It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm:      Psalm 24 
 

 
     Tone 
 
 
 

 
 

 
They shall receive blessing from the God of their salvation. (Ps. 24:5) 
 

1The earth is the Lord’s and all | that is in it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 
 2For the Lord has founded it up- | on the seas 
  and established it up- | on the rivers. R 
 3Who may ascend the mountain | of the Lord, 
  and who may stand in God’s | holy place? 
 4Those of innocent hands and puri- | ty of heart, 
  who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by | what is false. 
 5They shall receive blessing | from the Lord 
  and righteousness from the God of | their salvation. 
 6Such is the generation of those who seek | you, O Lord, 
  of those who seek your face, O | God of Jacob. R 
 7Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
  that the King of glory | may come in. 
 8Who is this | King of glory? 
  The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, might- | y in battle! 
 9Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
  that the King of glory | may come in. 
 10Who is this | King of glory? 
  Truly, the Lord of hosts is the | King of glory. R 
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Second Reading:          Revelation 21:1-6a 
 

Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so 
that mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words from the God 
who spans all of time are trustworthy and true. 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6aThen he said to me, “It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

All stand as able. 
 
 

Gradual Hymn            Beautiful Savior            ELW 838 
 

Gospel:   John 11:32-44 
 

Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and 
weeping will be no more. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to 
weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 

 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
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“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I 
knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
    

All are seated.                                               
 

Sermon                                                                                   Pastor Rolf Hedberg   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Procession to the Garden 
Follow the cross to the Worship and Memorial Garden.  
 

Processional Hymn               Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In           
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Dialogue for All Saints 
 

A. Praise the Lord, all you saints! 
C. Praise him all you heavenly hosts! 
  

A. Let us praise the name of the Lord: 
C. For his name only is exalted! 
  

A. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob: 
C. Isaiah, Jeremiah and all you Patriarchs and Prophets! 
  

A. Miriam, Ruth and Naomi: 
C. Elizabeth, Mary and all you Holy Women! 
  

A. Matthew, Mark and Luke: 
C. James and John and all you Evangelists and Apostles! 
  

A. Stephen, Thomas, Peter and Paul: 
C. Philip, Bartholomew and all you Holy Martyrs! 
  

A. Praise the Lord! 
C. O praise the name of the Lord! 
  

A. These are the saints whose robes are washed white in the blood of the Lamb. 
C. Praise the Lord! 
  

A. We are the saints who are the living body of Christ, the Church. 
C. Praise the Lord! O praise the name of the Lord! 
 

Prayers of Remembrance 
 

On the day of All Saints', we remember with thanksgiving the members of our church as well as 
friends/relatives of current members who have died since last All Saints.  In our prayers, we ask 
that God would grant them eternal rest and that we would be kept in communion with all the 
saints until we are reunited with them around the heavenly throne of God and the Lamb. 
 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one communion of 
saints in the body of Christ. 
Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, 
and a sure and certain hope in your loving care, 
that, casting all their sorrow on you, 
they may have strength for the days ahead. 
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God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, 
that, where this world groans in grief and pain, 
your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, 
to believe and trust in the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

O God, the generations rise and pass away before you.  You are the strength of those who labor; 
you are the rest of the blessed dead.  We rejoice in the company of your saints.  We remember all 
who have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died during the past year……………  
   

We also remember all those former Concordia members laid to rest in this Memorial Garden and 
in other cemeteries as well as our own friends and relatives who now rest from their earthly 
labors and now live with you.  We name those people now either silently or aloud. (pause)   Give 
us in time our portion with those who have trusted in you and have striven to do your holy 
will.  God of Mercy, 
hear our prayer.    
 

In addition to those people that we named who died during the past year and those friends and 
loved ones we have just named who have died in the past, today we also remember those others 
whom we do not know.  We remember those have died in the war in the Ukraine, in Israel and in 
Gaza and all other places in the world where unrest has resulted in loss of life.  We remember 
those who have been taken due to gun violence whether it was a singular act or a mass 
shooting.  We remember those who, struggling with the demands of life, took their own lives 
because they could no longer cope.  We remember those who died because of natural 
disasters:  hurricanes and tornadoes, floods and extreme heat.  Keep their relatives and friends 
close to you, dear Lord, allowing them to know that they now rest peacefully with you.   
God of Mercy, 
hear our prayer.    
 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed the 
power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make 
us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things 
present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord,  
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Today, on All Saints Sunday, we remember Concordia members as well as 
relatives, friends and colleagues of Concordia members who have completed their 

earthly pilgrimage  since last year’s All Saints Sunday.  
(Those listed have been identified by Concordia and Ministerio Nueva Creación members.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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All are seated. 
 

Offertory Hymn                     Jerusalem My Happy Home                                    ELW 628 
 

 
                                                  
All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer          
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

Dialogue  
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus   

+The Eucharistic Prayer   
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets 
to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 



14 
 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen. 
  

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen. 
  

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
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Lord’s Prayer   
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Invitation 
 

Behold, God is making all things new. 
Take your place in the new creation. 
 

All are seated. 
 

Lamb of God   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anthem           In Heaven Above                     ELW 630 
 

All stand as able. 
 

Table Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sending 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing                             

The Ancient One, enthroned, 
the Crucified One, now risen, 
the Indwelling One, poured out, 
☩ bless you now and forever.. 
Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude:     Gavotte - Matthew Camidge                John Anderson, Organist 
 

 
 
 

(All are invited to walk to a place of remembrance in the garden.   
Those who wish may remain for personal prayer and reflection.)                                                                            

 

 

 
 
 

 

 This year’s Stewardship Sunday will be on Sunday, November 17, 2024, Pastor Rolf will 
be communicating more on this, and you’ll be hearing from the committee in the next few 
weeks! 

 Pop Up Store are now collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for 
Highland Park Elem. School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our next service!  
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