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November 17, 2024 
 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 

Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 
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Introduction: November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we 
anticipate Christ’s coming again. It is fitting, then, that the readings today tell of the final 
resurrection and the end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions 
provoke in us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way for us where there is 
no way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting  
the one who has promised forgiveness. The more we see the last day approaching, the more 
important it is to meet together to provoke one another to love. 
 

   We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation. 
 

Prelude:       Prelude - Camille Saint-Saens       Linda Hilliard, Organist 
 
Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness   
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who 
loves us 
and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our  
hearts cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the 
cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

Gathering 
 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 
    

Gathering Hymn                   Jesus, Still Lead On   ELW 624 
 

Greeting    
             

The grace of our lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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 Hymn of Praise    This Is The Feast  
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Prayer of the Day  
 

Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. Give us faith to be steadfast 
amid the tumults of this world, trusting that your kingdom comes and your will is done  
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

All are seated. 
 

W o r d  
 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song. 

   
  
  
  
  
  
First Reading:    Daniel 12:1-3 
 

The book of Daniel is an example of apocalyptic literature, which is full of strange visions and 
symbolism. Arising during times of great persecution, apocalyptic literature is concerned with 
God’s revelation about the end time and the coming kingdom of God, when God will vindicate the 
righteous who have been persecuted. 
 

  1 “At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall 
be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at 
that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. 2 Many of 
those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to  
shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the  
sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” 
  

The Word of the Lord.                                    
Thanks be to God. 
   

Psalm:            Psalm 16 
 
Congregation may sing along with the choir on this familiar tune: 

The Lord is My Portion (Music:  Ash Grove) 
 

I praise you, O God, for in you I take refuge;  
I say to the Lord, “You are always my God.” 
And as for the saints, they receive your delight,  
But on those who choose idols, your wrath is bestowed. 
 

The Lord is my portion, the Lord is my cup,  
and the lot has been drawn for the Lord to approve. 
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My God gives me counsel, my heart will instruct me, 
The Lord is before me, I shall not be moved. 
 

My heart will be glad and my spirit rejoices, 
my body dwells also secure in the land. 
You’ve shown me the pathway and fulness of joy, 
and great pleasures forever are in your right hand. 
 

The Lord is my portion, the Lord is my cup, 
And the lot has been drawn for the Lord to approve! 
My God gives me counsel, my heart will instruct me,  
The Lord is before me; I shall not be moved. 

 

Second Reading:     Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25 
 

Images of worship and sacrifice are used throughout Hebrews to highlight what Christ has 
uniquely accomplished through his death. Because we have received forgiveness through Christ’s 
death, we live with sincere hearts by trusting in God’s promises and encouraging love and good 
works from each other. 
 

11 Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices 
that can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 
sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13 and since then has been waiting “until his 
enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for 
all time those who are sanctified. [15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 
 
 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them 
  after those days, says the Lord: 
 I will put my laws in their hearts, 
  and I will write them on their minds,” 
17 he also adds, 
 “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.]  

  19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 
Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his 
flesh), 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to provoke one another 
to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

All stand as able. 
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The Gospel 
Acclamation 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Gospel:      Mark 13:1-8 
 

In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples concerning trials that were to come upon 
them and upon the world. He exhorts the listener: Do not be alarmed. 
 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large 
stones and what large buildings!” 2 Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings?  
Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
  3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and 
Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all  
these things are about to be accomplished?” 5 Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that  
no one leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead  
many astray. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take 
place, but the end is still to come. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the 
beginning of the birth pangs.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                          Pastor Rolf Hedberg                                                                                             
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day  All Who Love and Serve Your City            ELW 724 
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Apostle’s Creed 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, 
let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and 
all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

O God, in the washing of water you set us 
free from the power of sin and death. Unite 
all the baptized in the covenant you have 
made with us, as we strive for your justice 
and peace in all the earth. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

By your merciful might you sustain all 
creation. Stir us from complacency with the 
harm we inflict on the earth, and urge us to 
adopt sustainable ways of life that protect 
and restore our planet. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

With a selfless power you protect all who 
take refuge in you. As nations rise against 
nations, defend all who are displaced or 
affected by war or violence especially in Gaza 
and Israel. Empower all people and nations 
to pursue peace. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 

 
 

In your presence you give fullness of joy. 
Care for all for whom joy feels distant. Be 
present with persons experiencing 
depression, anxiety, addiction, or any mental 
illness. Bring them healing and wholeness. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Through the years you have gathered your 
church and this community for worship, 
fellowship, formation, and service. Enable us 
to look beyond the walls of our building to 
perceive where you are calling us forward. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

With thanksgiving we remember and angels 
who delight in your everlasting presence. As 
their lives inspire ours, provoke us always to 
love, holding fast to the confession of our 
hope in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, 
trusting in your boundless love for all that 
you have made, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior.    
Amen. 
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Exchange of Peace 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated. 
M e a l  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
The Table is prepared. 

 

Offertory Hymn                          We Are an Offering    ELW  692  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
  

Dialogue               
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 

 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent 
tears, you have brought us this far along 
the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon 
us, but guided us into the path of love and 
light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make 
known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own 
cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your 
own desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your 
chosen servant to preach good news to the 
afflicted, to break bread with the outcast 
and despised, and to ransom those in 
bondage to prejudice and sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and 
drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 
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Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
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Invitation 
 

Behold, God is making all things new. 
Take your place in the new creation. 
 

All are seated. 
 

Lamb of God           
 

 

Anthem    My Lord, What a  Morning    ELW 438 
   

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in                 
God’s grace.    
Amen 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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A Prayer for Stewardship Gifts (We pray in Unison) 
 

God of abundance,  
you have poured out a large measure of earthly blessings:  
our table is richly furnished, our cup overflows,  
and we live in safety and security.  
Teach us to set our hearts on you  
and not these material blessings.  
Keep us from becoming captivated by prosperity,  
and grant us in wisdom to use your blessings to your glory  
and to the service of humankind;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The Ancient One, enthroned, 
the Crucified One, now risen, 
the Indwelling One, poured out, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Sending 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Sending Hymn           When Peace Like a River    ELW 785 
 

Dismissal  
 

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:   Toccata in F Major - D. Buxtehude      Linda Hilliard, Organist 
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 Today is Stewardship Sunday! 
 Our prayer blanket (or shawl) ministry was discontinued a few years ago, but we still have a 

few shawls left. We're looking for volunteers interested in making lap blankets (knitted or sewn 
from fleece) for those who are ill or facing surgery.  This will be done individually rather than in 
a group. If you're interested or have questions, please contact: Janet Bellino at (860)977-1433 
(call or text) 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 

 
  

Brief Announcements 
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