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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 



5 
 
 

Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

              
 
 
 



3 
 
 

Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

  



 13

Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
 
 

 
 



 14

Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
 



2 
 
 

Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
 

 



7 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



9 
 
 

Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

              
 
 
 



3 
 
 

Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 

 
 

 
  



10 
 
 

Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
 

 



7 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 12

Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
             
  



4 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 15

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 16

 
  



 17

 
  



 18

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  



 19

 
 
 
 
  



 20

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~Page left blank intentionally~ 



 
 
 

C o n c o r d i a  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

 
     

 
 

 
40 Pitkin Street,  Manchester, Connecticut, 06040 

 

 

N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  2 0 2 4  
 

Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
 
 

 
 



 14

Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
 
 

 
 



 14

Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
 



2 
 
 

Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

 

 



11 
 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 



5 
 
 

Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 



5 
 
 

Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 

 
 

 
  



10 
 
 

Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



9 
 
 

Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
 

 



7 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 

 
 

 
  



10 
 
 

Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 12

Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
             
  



4 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
 



2 
 
 

Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
 

 



7 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

  



 13

Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
             
  



4 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



9 
 
 

Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

 

 



11 
 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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C o n c o r d i a  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

 
     

 
 

 
40 Pitkin Street,  Manchester, Connecticut, 06040 

 

 

N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  2 0 2 4  
 

Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a 
true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 
“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even 
though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, 
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love. 
 

                             We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 
 

Prelude:            Two Slow Airs – Herbert Howells   John Anderson, Organist  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness              
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves 
us and has freed us from our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts 
cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 

 

All stand as able. 
G a t h e r i n g  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Gathering Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW 855 
             

Greeting                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

              
 
 
 



3 
 
 

Hymn of Praise    This is the Feast        
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. 
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious 
and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
W O R D  

 

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song 

 
 
 
First Reading:    Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were 
experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call 
all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

 9 As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
  and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
  and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 
  and its wheels were burning fire. 
 10 A stream of fire issued 
  and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
  and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
  and the books were opened. 
13 As I watched in the night visions, 

 I saw one like a human being 
  coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
  and was presented before him. 
 14 To him was given dominion 
  and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
  should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
  that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 
  that shall never be destroyed. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:        Psalm 93 
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Ever since the world began, your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength. 
  The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved. 
 2 Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established; 
  you are from | everlasting. R 
 3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice; 
  the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves. 
 4 Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea, 
  mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high. 
 5 Your testimonies are | very sure, 
  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R 
 

Second Reading:         Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the 
Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, 
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one 
whose return we eagerly await. 
 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our 
sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 

him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the 
earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

All stand as able. 
The Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:    John 18:33-37 
 

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through 
force or with love.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John… 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am 
I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 

from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                
Praise to you, O Christ.  

                           
 

All are seated. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Rolf Hedberg  
 

All stand as able. 
 

Hymn of the Day                    O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us                     ELW 431 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Together with all the people of God, let us confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

In communion with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God's creation. 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the world.  Help us all to understand the royal priesthood to 
which you have called us in baptism, so that we may serve you constantly.  Grant that we may 
welcome people of every race and background that your kingdom of grace may be extended.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you execute justice and mercy through the righteousness of your Son.  We pray that 
the dominion of your kingdom may touch our present world, to bring peace where there is strife and 
conflict especially in the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.  We pray for the health and safety of our troops 
stationed throughout the world away from their families and loved ones during this upcoming 
holiday season.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Loving God, we pray that you, who sent Christ to be our King, would also raise up shepherds of 
integrity to gather the church in safety and to preach the Gospel message of redemption and 
forgiveness.  We also pray that our congregation might become ever more a place of reconciliation 
and forgiveness for those who are estranged from God.   Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Merciful God, we believe and trust in you to provide for all who call upon you.  We pray that your 
comforting Spirit may touch  the lives of all in need:  those struggling for food or shelter; those 
unemployed or facing job uncertainty; those troubled with anxiety over the pressures of life; those 
confronted by challenges of faith; the lonely; the sick; the suffering; those who mourn and those on 
our prayer list. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Lord, as we come to the end of the church year, we look beyond to the end of time, when you shall 
come again in your kingly power, for you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the ending.  
When you come to rule, remember us so that we may be numbered with the throng of saints who 
have gone before us, as heirs to your kingdom.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear Our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
 

Amen. 
 

Exchange of Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated 
M E A L  

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

Offertory Hymn                            We Are An Offering                                ELW 692 
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All stand as able. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dialogue       
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+The Eucharistic Prayer   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets to make known 
your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own 
desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen 
servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to 
break bread with the outcast and despised, and 
to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and 
sin. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our 
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Remembering, therefore, his death and 
resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery 
and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, 
Amen. 
Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 
cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and 
justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church 
say, Amen. 
Amen. 
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets 
and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your 
Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
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Lamb of God           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Anthem       Jesus Shall Reign                        ELW 434   
 

All stand as able. 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G  
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending    BLW 27 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:        Trumpet Minuet - Alfred Hollins      John Anderson, Organist 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  

 Join us right after Worship at Kaiser Hall for our informal congregational meeting. We hope 
everyone can join us for this important discussion and fellowship. See you there! 

 After the service today, feel free to take the gourds and pumpkins to your house for your 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

 The December 7th Pop-Up Shop needs small, inexpensive stocking stuffer gifts for men, women, 
and children.  We will box & decorate.  Please leave in Highland Park School basket in the rear of 
the church.  THANK YOU! 뛴뛵뛶뛷뛸뛹뜆뛺뛻뛼뛽뛾뛿뜀뜁뜂뜃뜄뜅뜇 

 Pop Up Store are collecting (throughout the whole school year) healthy snacks for  
Highland Park Elementary School – please bring in healthy snacks with you to our  
next service! 

 Please check out the calendars & flyers for upcoming Concordia Lutheran Church and   
Community events! 
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