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December 15, 2024 

Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 

Welcome 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All stand as able. 
 

**Maranatha is an Aramaic (the language Jesus spoke) phrase that can be translated as “Come, 
Lord!” It is used especially in the season of Advent when we call on the Lord to come again to set 
things right once more.  

 

 
G A T H E R I N G  

 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

 

Introduction:  Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. 
The nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming of one 
“more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good news—and cause for 
exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent. 

Gathering Hymn   Hail to the Lord's Anointed                 ELW 311 

Prelude:  Advent (from Embertides Suite) – Hilary Tann  John Anderson, Organist 
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As we encircle this wreath with blessing, as it is gradually illumined, let our hearts and minds 
be stirred up to greet your reign. 
 

Rouse your household from its sleep, O God. Make us to beat our swords of war into plows that 
work in peace. Then nation will not lift up sword against nation and all your children will be 
ready to welcome your promised day of peace. 
 

We welcome your presence now 
With the lighting of this candle, 
Whose flame brings warmth to winter 
And fills this place with the glow of hope. 
Amen. 

Lighting of Advent Candle Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verse 3)     ELW 240 
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The Psalm:     Isaiah 12:2-6 

 
Tone 

 
 

In your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (Is. 12:6) 
 

 2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not | be afraid, 
  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become | my salvation. 
 3 With joy you | will draw water 
  from the wells | of salvation. R 
 4 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call | on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this name | is 
exalted. 
 5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done | gloriously; 
  let this be known in | all the earth. 
 6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O | royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy | One of Israel. R 
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A 

  

Second Reading:    Philippians 4:4-7 
 

Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends 
in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will experience 
God’s joy and peace. 
 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

The Word of the Lord.                         
Thanks be to God. 
 

All stand as able. 
 

The Holy Gospel:         Luke 3:7-18 
 

John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for 
God’s reign is not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical 
generosity, and vocational integrity. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke…    
Glory to you, Oh Lord. 
 

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do 
not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the 
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 
  10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to 
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 
with your wages.” 
  15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
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All are seated. 
 

The Sermon                                                                             Pastor Rolf Hedberg 

All stand as able.  

 
  
  

Hymn of the Day   Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!   ELW 246 

with your wages.” 
  15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
   

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Prayers of Intercession                                   
 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for God’s 
presence. 
 

A brief silence. 

God who reforms, fill your church with courage to do your will. Empower your people in taking risks 
that bear fruit. Raise up leaders who will proclaim the good news. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God who creates, you hold in balance diverse ecosystems. Encourage efforts to protect wild lands 
from devastation. Care for animals and people in the path of destructive fires, storms, and other 
disasters especially the Philippines, Libya, El Salvador and Haiti. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God who leads, this world cries out for true justice. Guide legislatures, judges, and lawyers in actions 
steeped in love and restoration. Increase the desire to advocate for all who are confronted with 
discrimination and oppression based on race, gender, sexuality, class, or age. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God who embraces, help us notice the places where your people are hurting or sick. We pray 
especially for those in our prayer list. Show your compassion and remember your people in love. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God who abides, you dwell among the people of this congregation. Deepen our relationships with one 
another, and make us aware of the diverse talents and gifts present here at Concordia Lutheran 
Church. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God who consoles, we thank you for the time we have had with loved ones who have died. Comfort us 
with the promise of everlasting life in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Amen. 
 
 

Exchange of Peace 
 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated. 
 

M E A L  
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
The Table is prepared. 



8 
 

 

The Offering Prayer   
 

Creator God, 
you made the whole world, 
even the farthest stars, 
and you draw near to feed us. 
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. 
Strengthen us with this food 
that we may live in expectation 
for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Dialogue 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Offertory Hymn   Come Now, O Prince of Peace    ELW 247 
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Invitation to Communion  
 

 God feeds us with tender mercy. 
 Come to the table. 
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Communion Song    Lamb of God 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Communion Anthem  Come, We That Love the Lord    ELW 625 
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Blessing 
 

God of endings and beginnings, 
God in the darkness and the light, 
God, our hope for the journey, 
☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Dismissal             
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

  
                                                                               

 

 
 

                                                    
           

 
 

                                                   
 

 
                     

 
 

 

 

 
 

Sending Hymn    In Thee is Gladness    ELW 867 

Postlude:   In Thee Is Gladness - Paul Manz   John Anderson, Organist 
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Midweek Advent Worship:  Holden Evening Prayer 
December 4, 11, 18, 2024   7:00 PM 

 

 Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87676995628?pwd=a8va2e7hfmd0bvSab8hZdtIlP832ZC.1 
 

Dial-In: 1- 646-876-9923  
Meeting ID:  876 7699 5628 
Passcode:   403150 
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Each Christmas we invite members and friends of Concordia 
to purchase poinsettias for our worship space.  Please 
consider making a gift of flowers to Concordia this Christmas.   
We are also delighted to report that a brass quartet will 
provide special music Christmas Eve; gifts may be made to 
offset that expense as well.  Financial gifts to support our 
ministries are also welcome. 

 

Each poinsettia plant costs $15.  Gifts for musicians and ministries are given at the giver’s 
discretion.  Please attach payment with this form, and return to the church office by Tuesday, 
December 17th.  Thank you. 
 
I/We give _______ poinsettia(s) to Concordia this Christmas Eve:  
 

In memory of:_________________________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I/We give $_______ to Concordia for musicians: 
 

In memory of:_________________________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I/We give $_______ to support Concordia’s ministries in honor/in memory: 
 

In memory of:_________________________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name _________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number or E-mail _______________________________________________ 
 
 


