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Concordia’s WHY/Purpose Statement 
 

To be a welcoming and inviting community empowered by the Word of God; 
So that we may work for social justice and exhibit compassion for all 

**Hearing devices for the service are available upon request – kindly contact an Usher** 
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We prepare for worship in quiet prayer and meditation 

Welcome 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All stand as able. 
 

**Maranatha is an Aramaic (the language Jesus spoke) phrase that can be translated as “Come, 
Lord!” It is used especially in the season of Advent when we call on the Lord to come again to set 
things right once more.  

 
 

G A T H E R I N G  
 

The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God. 

Introduction:  Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. 
Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the 
letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the church always lives as 
when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.” 

Gathering Hymn   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                 ELW 254 

Prelude:  Lo, How a Rose - Drischner, Cassler, Brahms  John Anderson, Organist 
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All are seated. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

As we encircle this wreath with blessing, as it is gradually illumined, let our hearts and minds be 
stirred up to greet your reign. 
 

Rouse your household from its sleep, O God. Make us to beat our swords of war into plows that 
work in peace. Then nation will not lift up sword against nation and all your children will be ready 
to welcome your promised day of peace. 
 

We welcome your presence now 
With the lighting of this candle, 
Whose flame brings warmth to winter 
And fills this place with the glow of hope. 
Amen. 

Lighting of Advent Candle Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verse 4)        ELW 240 
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Psalm:      Luke 1:46b-55 
 

 
Tone 

 
You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52) 

 
 46b My soul proclaims the 

greatness | of the Lord, 
  47 my spirit rejoices in | God my 

Savior, 
 48 for you, Lord, have looked with 

favor on your | lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations 

will | call me blessed: 
 49 you, the Almighty, have done 

great | things for me 
  and holy | is your name. 

 50 You have mercy on | those who 
fear you, 

  from generation 
to | generation. R 

 

51 You have shown strength | with your 
arm 
  and scattered the proud in | their 
conceit, 
 52 casting down the mighty | from 
their thrones 
  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53 You have filled the hungry | with 
good things 
  and sent the rich | away empty. 
 54 You have come to the aid of 
your | servant Israel, 
  to remember the prom- | ise of 
mercy, 
 55 the promise made | to our 
forebears, 
  to Abraham and his chil- | dren 
forever. R 
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Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s 
coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the 
greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy people. 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, 
“See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10 And 
it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
All stand as able. 
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The Sermon                                                                            Pastor Rolf Hedberg 

 

All stand as able.  

 

Hymn of the Day    Savior of the Nations, Come   ELW 263 

The Holy Gospel:   Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
 

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit 
and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God 
who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke… 
Glory to you, Oh Lord. 
 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is 
she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
[   46 And Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” ] 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
All are seated. 
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Exchange of Peace 
 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All are seated. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for 
God’s presence. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with those of 
other traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of your incarnation, and 
enable us to pursue your justice in the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a renewed sense 
of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful stewards of what you have 
made. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and fills the hungry 
with good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities a desire to care for all who 
are overlooked and ignored. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more daylight, remind 
us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the lonely and bereaved. Hold closely 
the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill especially those in our prayer list. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council and staff in 
discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the community. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In gratitude for those 
who have died, we praise you for your faithfulness throughout history. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Amen. 
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M E A L  
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Table is prepared. 
 

The Offering Prayer   
 

Creator God, 
you made the whole world, 
even the farthest stars, 
and you draw near to feed us. 
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. 
Strengthen us with this food 
that we may live in expectation 
for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Dialogue 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Offertory Hymn   Come Now, O Prince of Peace    ELW 247 
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Proper Preface 
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Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Invitation to Communion  
 

 God feeds us with tender mercy. 
 Come to the table. 
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Communion Song    Lamb of God 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Communion Anthem  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came   ELW 265 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Generous God, 
we thank you for the gift of life, 
for the bread of salvation. 
We thank you for coming among us, 
for leading us into peace. 
 

We thank you for showering us with mercy, 
for sending us into the world. 
Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 
as we feed the hungry in your name. 
 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  LBW 27 

Blessing of the Christmas Tree 

Joy to the World         ELW 267 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

            
                                                                              

          

 
 
 
  

Postlude:   Veni, Emmanuel - Kenneth Leighton  John Anderson, Organist 
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